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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . In view of the supplemental appeal brief filed on July 3, 2002, PROSECUTION IS HEREBY 
REOPENED. New grounds of rejection based upon prior Form 892 references cited is set forth 
below. 

To avoid abandonment of the application, appellant must exercise one of the following two 
options: 

(1 ) file a reply under 37 CFR 1.111 (if this Office action is non-final) or a reply under 37 CFR 
1 .1 1 3 (if this Office action is final); or, 

(2) request reinstatement of the appeal. 

If reinstatement of the appeal is requested, such request must be accompanied by a 
supplemental appeal brief, but no new amendments, affidavits (37 CFR 1.130, 1.131 or 1.132) or 
other evidence are permitted. See 37 CFR 1 .193(b)(2). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the basis 
for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on sale in this 
country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

3. Claims 1-5, 7-1 1,14-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Dworkin 
(US 4,992,940). 

As per CL 1 , 

A system for browsing products using competitor information, the system comprising: 
-a product database including first data representing a product, including 
second data representing a competing product, and including third data 



Application/Control Number: 09/213,138 Page 2 

Art Unit: 3624 

representing an association between said product and said competing product, 

said product database stored on a computer readable medium; / abstract; fig 1,3, 6, 7; col 1, L 53-69; 

col 3, L 60 to col 4, L 2; 

-a dynamic page file for generating an electronic store page, said dynamic page file 

including instructions to use said second data as a query parameter to obtain said first 

data from said product database, said first data included in said electronic store page, 

said dynamic page file stored on said computer readable medium; and / fig 2A (23,25,27,29,35,37); 

fig 6 ( ^investigate product); fig 2B (47,51 ); col 8, L 9-20 

-a product information server responsive to a customer request for said electronic store page to 
access said dynamic page file, to process said instructions and to provide said electronic store page 
to said customer, said product information server running on a computer operably connected to said 
computer readable medium. / fig 2A,2B,3,4,5,6; col 1 , L 52-60; col 1 , L 65 to col 2, L 6; col 2, L 6-1 9; 
col 3, L 20-44; col 8, L 9-20 
CL2, 

The system as described in Claim 1 , wherein said product database includes data representing an 
association between a manufacturer and said second data, said system further comprising: 
-a second dynamic page file for generating a second electronic store page, said dynamic page file 
including second instructions to use information identifying a manufacturer as a query parameter to 
obtain said second data from said product database, said second data included in said second 
electronic store page, said second dynamic page file stored on said computer readable medium. / fig 
6, 8; col 1 , L 13-28; col 8, L 9-20 
CL 3, 

The system as described in Claim 2, wherein said product information server responds to a customer 
request for said second electronic store page by accessing said second dynamic page file, by 
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processing said second instructions, and by providing said second electronic store page to said 
customer. / fig 3,4,6,7; col 8, L 9-20 
CL 4, 

The system as described in Claim 1 further comprising: 

-an electronic store page having a hyperlink responsive to a customer selection of said hyperlink to 
generate said request. / fig 2A, 2B, 3 
CL 5, 

The system as described in Claim 4 further comprising: 

-a customer browser which transmits said second data to said page sever upon said selection of said 
hyperlink/ fig 2B (47-69) 
CL 7, 

A method for locating information about a product using information about a corresponding product, 
said method comprising the steps of: 

-transmitting with a page server at least one corresponding product hyperlink to a customer browser, 

said at least one corresponding product hyperlink operatively associated with a corresponding 

product identifier representing a corresponding product and operatively associated with a page file 

identifier representing a corresponding product page file; / fig 3,4,6; col 2, L 19-42 

-receiving with said customer browser said corresponding product hyperlink; / fig 2A (29), 2B (42, 47, 

51),6,8 

-displaying with said customer browser information identifying a product, a portion of said displayed 
information selectable to activate said corresponding product hyperlink; and / fig 2A(27,41), 
2B(47,51),6,8; col 2, L 25-33 

-responding to a selection of said portion by transmitting to said page server a request for said 
corresponding product page file and by transmitting to said page server said product 
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identifier / fig 2A (25, 37), 2B (49-51 ),6; col 1, L 52-60; col 6, L 51-57 
CL 8, 

The method as described in Claim 7, comprising the further steps of 

-receiving with said page server said request for said corresponding product page file and said 

identifier; / col 6, L 26-37; col 8, L 3-8 

-processing instructions in said page file to use said identifier to obtain data representing a 

corresponding product; and / col 7, L 43-49(internal identifier) col 8, L 9-20 

-transmitting with said page server to a customer browser said data representing said corresponding 

product. / fig 2A(27-43), 2B(47-49) 

CL 9, 

The method as described in Claim 8, comprising the further steps of 

-transmitting with said page server at least one manufacturer hyperlink to a customer browser, said at 
least one manufacturer hyperlink operatively associated with a manufacturer identifier representing a 
manufacturer and operatively associated with a second page file identifier representing a 
manufacturer product list page file; / fig 6,8; col 2, L 19-36; col 6, L 25-43 
-receiving with said customer browser said manufacturer hyperlink: / fig 6,8 
-displaying with said customer browser second information identifying said manufacturer, a portion of 
said displayed second information selectable to activate said manufacturer hyperlink; and / fig 6,7,8; 
col 6, L 25-43; 

-responding to a selection of said portion of said second information by transmitting to said page 
server a request for said manufacturer product list page file and by transmitting to said page server 
said manufacturer identifier / fig 2A(23-43), 2B(43-49),6,8 
CL 10, 

The method as described in Claim 9, comprising the further steps of: 
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-receiving with said page server said request for said manufacturer product list page file and said 
manufacturer identifier; / fig 2A(23-37),2B(41-49),6,8 

-processing second instructions in said manufacturer product list page file to use said manufacturer 
identifier to obtain data representing products of said manufacturer; and / fig 6,8; col 8, L 9-30 
-transmitting with said page server to a customer browser said data representing said products of 
said manufacturer. / abstract; fig 6,8; col 1 , L 52-68; col 6, L 44-50; col 8, L 9-20 
CL 11, 

An e-store dynamic page file comprising: 

static content including content identification tags which may be interpreted to format said 
content; / col 2, L 19-36; col 7, L 37-53; fig 3 (tags in HTML by inherency to create capitals for 
contents of Main Menu) 
script components including: 

-connection instructions to establish a connection to a product database; / abstract (programming the 
connection instructions); col 2, L 19-36; col 7, L 37-53 

-query instructions to query said product database using a search key provided to said query 
instructions as a parameter, and to thereby obtain a record set including at least one record, each of 
said at least one records including information about competing products; and / fig 2A(23-37), 2B(41- 
55),6,8 

-hyperlink creation instructions to create a hyperlink for each of said at least one records, each 
hyperlink referencing a corresponding product page file for transmitting information about a 
corresponding product, each hyperlink including an identifier representing a corresponding product. / 
abstract(programming the hyperlink creation instructions); fig 2A(23-37), 2B(41-55),6,7,8 
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CL 14, 

A system for locating information about products, said system comprising: 
-associating means for storing an association between a product and a corresponding 
product; / abstract; fig 6,8 

-requesting means responsive to an identification of said product to request information 

about said corresponding product; / abstract ; col 2, L 6-24 

-query means for using said identification of said product to access said associating 

means and to thereby obtain said information about said corresponding product; / abstract; fig 2A(23- 

37), 2B(41-55),6,8; col 2, L 25-33 

-information assembly means responsive to said request to invoke said query means 

and to format said information about said corresponding product; and / abstract; col 2, L 34-41 

-transmitting means for presenting to a customer said formatted 

information about said corresponding product. / abstract; fig 1 ,6,8; col 2, L 16-33 

CL 15, 

A product browsing system comprising: 

-a server computer having a network connection; / abstract; fig 1 ; col 1 , L 53-68 ("computer, or 
equivalent," can be the server) 

-a product database including first data representing a product, including second data representing a 
competing product, and including third data representing an association between said product and 
said product and said competing product, said product database residing on a computer readable 
medium* of the server computer; and / abstract; fig 1 ,3,6,7; col 1 , L 53-69(computer equivalent in 
speed of a server computer); col 3, L 60 to col 4, L 2 

-a dynamic page file for generating and electronic store page, said dynamic page file including 
instructions to use said second data as a query parameter to obtain said first data from said product 
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database, said first data included in said electronic store page, said electronic store page transmitted 
via said network connection, / fig 2A(23,25,27,29,35,37), 2B(47,51); fig 6( ^investigate product) 
CL 16, 

A method for retrieving information about a product using information about another product, said 
method comprising: 

-a step for storing information on a first set of products; / abstract; fig 3,4 
-a step for storing information on a second set of products; / abstract; fig 3,4 

-a step for storing an association between the first set of products and the second set of products said 
association representing product equivalency/ abstract; fig 3,4 

-a step for establishing communication between a client computer and a server computer; / col 1 , L 
53-69 (computer equivalent in speed of server) 

-a step for transmitting a product identifier from the first set of products to the server computer; and / 
col 2, L 19-41 ; col 1 , L 53-69 (computer equivalent in speed of server) 

-a step for receiving a competing product identifier from the second set of products./ fig 6,8; col 1 , L 
53-68(computer equivalent in speed of server); col 2, L 19-41 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 
rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in section 
102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the 
subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill 
in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 



5. Claim 6,12 and 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Dworkin 
(US 4,992,940) and in view of official notice. 
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CL 6, 

The system as described in Claim 5, wherein said product database includes product cost information 
related to said product, further comprising: 

-Dworkin teaches competing cost information about said competing product, said customer browser 
transmitting said cost information to said page server; (abstract; fig 6,7). Dworkin fails to teach a cost 
savings form on said electronic store page. 

Official notice is taken that this feature is old and well known in 
the e-commerce art and / or retail art of sales with cost savings advertising of "beating all the 
competition by 10%." It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of applicant's invention to implement this 
feature for the advantage of convenience of summarizing the cost savings in advance of the 
consumer having to do so in order to make an informative decision based on cost. 
-Dworkin teaches second instructions in said dynamic page file for comparing said competing cost 
information and said product cost information to (fig 6,7). The reference fails to teach the feature of 
calculating the cost savings information, said product information server providing said savings 
information to said customer. 

Official notice is taken that this feature is old and well known in 
the e-commerce art and / or retail art of sales with cost savings advertising of "beating all the 
competition by 10%." It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of applicant's invention to implement this 

feature for the advantage of saving the consumer of having to actually do the cost saving calculations 

himself and thus arriving at a faster buying decision. 

CL12, 

The e-store dynamic page file as described in Claim 1 1 further comprising: 
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- Dworkin teaches accepting competing cost information related to the cost of said competing 
products / Dworkin fails to teach a cost savings form including at least one text entry field for 
including a cost savings hyperlink, the cost savings hyperlink referencing a corresponding product 
page file for transmitting information about a difference in cost between said products and said 
competing products, the cost savings hyperlink including an identifier representing a corresponding 
product and at least one cost identifier representing said competing cost information. 

Official notice is taken that this feature is old and well known in 
the e-commerce art and / or retail art of sales with cost savings advertising of "beating all the 
competition by 10%." It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of applicant's invention to implement this 
feature on a website for the advantage of convenience summarizing the cost savings in advance of 
the consumer having to do so in order to make an informative decision based on cost. 
CL13, 

The e-store dynamic page file as described in Claim12 wherein said script components further 
include: 

-Dworkin teaches records (fig 6,7). Dworkin does not teach form placement instructions for 

generating said cost savings form. Official notice is taken that this feature is old and well known in 

the e-commerce art and / or retail art. It would have been obvious to one of 

ordinary skill in the art at the time of applicant's invention to implement this 

feature on a website for the advantage of summarizing the cost savings in advance of the consumer 

having to do so in order to make an informative decision based on cost. 

This action is Non-Final. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to Steven R. Wasylchak whose telephone 
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number is (703) 308-2848. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday from 7:00 
a.m. to 6:00 p.m. EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
Vincent Millin, can be reached at (703) 308-1065. The fax number for Art Unit 3624 is (703) 305- 
7687. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding should 
be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308-1 113. 
Steven Wasylchak 
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